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Dystopia: features of formation and mechanisms of
narrative Between Aldous Huxley and Ibrahim
Nasrallah (a comparative study)

Ghada Tousson Zaki

Comparative Literature - Department of Arabic Language - Faculty of
Arts - Minia University - Arab Republic of Egypt .
Email: ghada.tusun@mu.edu.eq

Abstract

Dystopia is a new literary phenomenon in the Arab
literary fields, although it has been prominent in recent
times in narrative, more particularly after the Arab Spring
revolutions, and despite its preceding presence in Western
literature from the middle of the eighteenth century until
now. Dystopian fiction is characterized by its discoursive
and semiotic characteristics that distinguish it from
traditional narrative patterns. Using the comparative
approach of the American School, the study chooses both
writers “Aldous Huxley” and “Ibrahim Nasrallah” with
their novels “Brave New World” and “The Second War of
the Dog”, respectively, as two models for authenticating the
presence of dystopian narrative in the Arab and Western
literary domains. The study is divided into three sections,
preceded by an introduction and succeeded by a conclusion,

references and works cited. The sections titles are as follows :

—First Section: theoretical concepts; second section:

features of dystopia in the two novels “Brave New World”
and “The Second War of the Dog;” and last section:
mechanisms of dystopian narrative in the two novels “Brave

New World” and “The Second War of the Dog”.
The study concludes that the horizons of gender
narrative becomes, in general, open to new imaginative and

realistic perspectives, which is reflected through the
dystopian text that depicts a contrastive vision of the world.
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Dystopian literature is also linked to science fiction. Using
the comparative approach, the study is able to prove the
convergence of the two model novels in their general
contents and their divergence in the formulation of events,
which in turn was reflected on the mechanisms of dystopian
narrative that generally converge through providing a brief
perspective of the parallel text, geographical and temporal
spaces, and characterization and its relationship to the
narrator.

Keywords: dystopia, features of formation, narration

mechanisms, Aldous Huxley, Ibrahim Nasrallah, a comparative
study.
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