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Abstract 
 

 
 

The main hypothesis of this study is that the hero is going through 
changes due to the epidemic outbreak in the events of the two novels; 
namely, Vendetta by Mary Corelli and Al-harafish by Naguib Mahfouz. 
The epidemic poetic and the hero's changes in the two novels are based on 
several elements and techniques that shaped the characters and events of 
the two novels. From this perspective, the study divided the events of the 

two novels into three basic narrative units  

A-Pre-epidemic stage (preparing for changes 
B-The spread of the epidemic (the core of changes 
C-Post-epidemic stage (showing changes of the two heroes 
The study thus concluded that the heroes of the two novels 

lived an individual romantic dream without being separated from 
the community that controlled their destiny, as well as the epidemic. 
Therefore, the community and the epidemic become the motives for 
the changes of the two heroes, who converge in love with the good 
one and in opposition to the evil one. Moreover, they complied with 
the revelations and surprises that hindered their benevolent 
journey to the ultimate goal; namely, the value of justice, which is 
evident in the nature of the evolution of events and clearly governs 
the formation of the two characters. Thus, fiction comprehends, 
through its poetic imagery, the major human issues/epidemic, using 
its representation and personification to demand the great human 
values/justice, forming them through the characters of its heroes 
who strive to achieve those values, influenced by the values of their 
society and its issues affecting its basic structures. Therefore, fiction 
becomes the realm of the human issues affecting the lives of 
individuals and communities alike  

Keywords: Epidemic poetic , Fictional hero , Comparative , 
Changes , Pattern . 
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