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Epidemic Poetic and Changes of the Fictional Hero
“A Comparative Study of Al-harafish by Naguib M ahfouz and
Vendetta by Mary Corelli”
Tamer Fayez
Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts, Cairo University, Arab
Republic of Egypt .
Email: tamerfayez722@yahoo.com

Abstract

The main hypothesis of this study is that the hero is going through
changes due to the epidemic outbreak in the events of the two novels;
namely, Vendetta by Mary Corelli and Al-harafish by Naguib Mahfouz.
The epidemic poetic and the hero's changesin the two novels are based on
several elements and techniques that shaped the characters and events of
the two novels. From this per spective, the study divided the events of the
two novelsinto three basic narrative units:

A-Pre-epidemic stage (preparing for changes

B-The spread of the epidemic (the core of changes

C-Post-epidemic stage (showing changes of the two heroes

The study thus concluded that the heroes of the two novels
lived an individual romantic dream without being separated from
the community that controlled their destiny, aswell asthe epidemic.
Therefore, the community and the epidemic become the motives for
the changes of the two heroes, who converge in love with the good
one and in opposition to the evil one. Moreover, they complied with
the revelations and surprises that hindered their benevolent
journey to the ultimate goal; namely, the value of justice, which is
evident in the nature of the evolution of events and clearly governs
the formation of the two characters. Thus, fiction comprehends,
through its poetic imagery, the major human issues/epidemic, using
its representation and personification to demand the great human
values/justice, forming them through the characters of its heroes
who strive to achieve those values, influenced by the values of their
society and itsissues affecting its basic structures. Therefore, fiction
becomes the realm of the human issues affecting the lives of

individuals and communities alike.

Keywords: Epidemic poetic , Fictional hero , Comparative ,
Changes, Pattern .
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literature, United Kingdom: a John Wiley publication, 2011, P.42.

(2) Ibid, P: 36.
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Fear and Literature : Observation from Jack London's The Scarlet
Plague, University of Milano : Emerging Infectious Diseases:
WWW.CDC.GOV/EID vol.20, NO.10, October 2014, P:1753.

(2) Ibid, P:1735.
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Pandemic Fear and Literature, ibid, P: 1753.
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(1)Marie Corelli, Vendetta: The Story Of One Forgotten, ibid, p:16.
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(1)S.Boswin,S.J, The Writing Of Marie Corelli, ibid, P: 8.

(2)Annie Mackay, The Beauties Of Marie Corelli: Selection From The
Writings Of Marie Corelli, London: Published By George Red way
w.d, P: 9.

(3)Marie Corelli, Vendetta: The Story Of One Forgotten, ibid, P:3.
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