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Direct and indirect verbal acts in the awareness
discourses of the Saudi Ministry of Health (during the

(Corona crisis 2019-2020 AD
Amal Ali Abdullah Al-Suwaiti

Department of Language, Grammar and Morphology, University of
Hail, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Email: Amoo 213@hotmail.com

Abstract

The current study aimed at investigating the speech
acts within the Saudi Health Ministry discourses between
2019 and 2020 in which the speech acts had a vital role to
play in order to clarify the coronavirus and its danger. It
also aims at clarifying the type of speech acts (direct or
indirect), figuring out the discursive goals the interlocutor
wants to convey, and exploring the effectiveness of these
speech acts on addressees. The researcher adopted
descriptive-analytical methods and collected twenty-three
discourses from the Saudi Arabia Health Ministry’s official
website and social media platforms (YouTube and Twitter)
between 2019 and 2020 during the Corona-Virus pandemic.
Throughout the analysis, the researcher utilized Searle’s
typology of the speech acts in terms of being direct or
indirect. The researcher has a number of results and the
most important are: the direct speech acts interacted in
Saudi Arabia Health Ministry’s discourses are frequently
demand (imperative or prohibition) and this is in harmony
with the object to issue the discourses that the Saudi Arabia
Health ministry aims to achieve. The indirect speech acts
have various discursive means like incitement, exhortation,
imperative, and prohibition that aim at gaining euphemism.

Keywords: verbal verbs, Saudi Ministry of Health,
executable verb, deliberative, direct and indirect verbal verbs.
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