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Abstract 
 

 

 

Dictionaries are among the works that show the extent of the 

development and depth of Arabic linguistic thought, as the 

emergence of lexical composition, like other Arabic sciences, was 

linked to listening. This was demonstrated by the introductions of 

scholars in their lexicographic works1, which have been an 

important resource for Arabic speech; Arabic dictionaries are 

replete with linguistic and cultural references that make them a 

container for all sciences, so they are ably expressive of their times. 

Hearing or using as it should be called2 is a transmission guide that 

the Muslims used in their linguistic and non-linguistic sciences, such 

as the principles of jurisprudence and speech. On the basis of this 

guide, they constructed their general rules and developed the 

foundations of transmitting the language that was oral, as the 

scholars acknowledge that and as it was written in their works. 

Dictionaries are one of these rich sciences, for which verbal 

language exchange was a way to standardize them and make them 

come into existence. For this reason, the importance of oral speech 

exchange lies in the fact that it is a natural and easy tool for 

transferring knowledge, even if the scholars deliberately restrict it 

in order to preserve the purity of the Arabic tongue from errors 

and for fear of the predominance of foreign words. Ibn Mandhur 

says, "my intention was only to keep the assets of this prophetic 

language..., so when I found, at this time, different dialects and 

tongues, to the extent that making errors became very common and 

the use of Arabic became a demerit, and when I found people 

competed in the classifications of translations in foreign languages, 

and they articulated in a language other than Arabic, I wrote this 

dictionary in a time when its people were proud of languages other 

than theirs, I made it as Noah made the ark while his people were 
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mocking at him, and I called it [Lisan al-Arab]”3.This research 

paper attempts to show the relationship between the oral language 

exchange and Arabic lexicography and whether the oral exchange 

continued to be associated with Arabic dictionary making, or 

stopped at some point. This is why I entitled this paper “the impact 

of oral language exchange on the Arabic lexicography”. The paper 

focuses on 1) the oral language exchange in the Arabic: a look at 

time and place, 2) dictionaries: tools of their making and 

development, and 3) dictionaries between oral exchange and 

narration. After completing the sections of this paper, we will 

summarize the most important results in a conclusion containing 

the most important recommendations, followed by a list of 

references cited in the paper. The most important finding of the 

study was the difference between lexical dictionaries and semantic 

dictionaries in the amount of direct oral exchange (listening), which 

appeared in dictionaries such as Al-Ain and Al-Tahdheeb. The 

more recent dictionaries relied on narration and inference more 

than direct listening, which was apparent in the early Arabic works 

such as Al-Kitab and Al-Ain dictionary. The current study 

recommended a holistic extrapolation of the semantic dictionaries 

and an explanation of their historical development  

 

1. see Lisan Al-Arab, 1/ 33 

2. see al-nadhariyyah al-lughawiyah fi al-turath al-arabi: 30 

3. see the introduction of al-lisan: 1/8

Keywords: Oration, lexicon industry, Arabic lexicon, 

oration and narration . 
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 أولا: اننقم المببشر:
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