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The structure of the narrative character in Ghazi Al-
Qusaibi’s ""Alzheimer's short story
(Yacoub Al-Arian as a model)
Atera Yahya Abdul Rahman Asiri

Department of Arabic Language and Literature, College of Humanities,

King Khalid University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Email: atera8857@outlook.sa

Abstract

In this text, the character of Jacob Al-Arian is built with
remarkable peculiarity, a specific language, and a structure that
Is different in form and content than any character (sick) usually.

In the Alzheimer's short story, Ghazi Al-Gosaibi deals with
a sensitive human issue related to Alzheimer’s disease and the
stages of memory loss.

In this text, the patient is formed by a mixture of paradoxes
that swing between: memory and forgetfulness. The forgetfulness
that plagues small things right down into cognition, awareness,
and self-forgetfulness.

Memory fights disease by writing letters before leaving.

In these letters, Al-Gosaibi destroys the well-known and
familiar image of the Alzheimer's patient and rebuilds it
according to a new formation for the patient who is aware of his
disease, familiar with its most prominent stages and signs. This
patient, who is inhabited mainly by knowledge, retains in his
memory many experiences in various political, economic,
military, and even religious fields.

In this story, the patient is not presented in a state of
absolute disability, as is the stereotype of Alzheimer's patients,
but the creator slows down in presenting the memory loss in
stages that the patient realizes and is aware of until he dies of a
heart attack due to his knowledge of the deterioration of his
state.

Jacob Al-Arian’ character gains its privacy from its
structure that transcends the state of illness, to the state of the
patient who is aware of what the disease is, and who knows its
details.
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This character gains its intensity from the first pages of the
novel. It is concluded with even greater intensity when Al-Arian
dies, not from Alzheimer's disease, which he is fighting against,
but from the pain of his heart, which is exhausted by anxiety.
This research examines the structure of the narrative
personality, analyzes it according to a structural approach that
probes the depths of the structure, and analyzes its components.

Keywords: Narrative character, Alzheimer's story, Ghazi
Al-Gosaibi, Jacob Al-Arian.
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