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Play on Words: An Applied Study on Some
Sayings of the Prophet's Companions in

Abdulrazzaqg's Book
Ali Salah AL-hadithi

Department of Arabic - Faculty of Arabic Language and Social Studies -
Qassim University - Saudi Arabia .
Email: alialhodithi@outlook.sa

Abstract

This study investigated the play on words in some of the
prophet's companions' sayings, including expanding the
meaning, playing on word’'s position, and alternating
prepositions. The study applied that to some of the prophet's
companions' sayings, showing how language is interpreted and
also the regularity of its rules. Playing on words is one of the
linguistic means that leads to meaning. Language scholars have
different points of view concerning such a phenomenon; some for
and some against. Playing on words is a form of interpretation
that we resort to when needed. This is done after the real

meaning of word in an utterance is delivered.

Keywords: Playing on words, meaning expansion,
alternation, position.
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