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The creative self in the face of the pandemic:

Manifestations of the Corona pandemic in Arab
novel models
Ibrahim Abdulrahman Alfraih

Department of Arabic Language and Literature, College of Arts, King Saud
University , Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Email: ialfraih@ksu.edu.sa

Abstract
The Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic constitutes a

global event that has a significant impact on people’s lives,
their relationships with themselves, their society and the
universe. This major event stimulated contemplation,
rethinking, and approaching the pandemic from different
angles. The novel, considering its imaginative nature and
infinite openness, represents an important literary genre in
being affected by, interacting with, and reconstructing the
real context. This study seeks, according to a thematic
approach, to reveal the manifestations of the Coronavirus
pandemic in the Arab novel by studying a group of
novelistic samples that dealt with this pandemic and
interacted with it, in order to discern its narrative
manifestations and reveal its specificity. The study uses
theoretical approaches that discussed diseases and epidemics
in literature, which contributes to discering, enhancing and
interpreting the manifestations. The study concluded by
showing the novels’ preoccupation with the pandemic and
seeking to portray its effects on human and their
relationships with themselves, with others, and with the
universe, influencing the text and the narrative structure .

Keywords: Pandemic Literature, Coronaviruses, Novel,
Disease, Covid-19.
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