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Abstract 
This paper seeks to provide a conceptualization of pseudo-

conditionals that will substitute for the traditional 

conceptualization, so to speak, based on its role in revealing 

the intentions of texts. It attempts to answer questions like: 

What is meant by pseudo-conditional? Were grammarians 

well aware of the basic principles of its linguistic system to 

solve its problems? How accurate were their judgments 

regarding it? What are the intentions that make the 

construction deviate from the norms in Surah Al-Baqara? The 

paper aimed at ascertaining the validity of early and 

contemporary grammarians’ views on pseudo-conditional, and 

the extent to which these views jibe with its actual uses. The 

paper also aimed at surveying examples of pseudo-conditionals 

in Surah Al-Baqara, their pragmatic functions and the reasons 

for using them to construct meaning in the verses. The 

researcher found that a pseudo-conditional is a deliberate, 

stand-alone construction that does not require a result or an 

implicit ellipsis, as the grammarians of Basra argued. It is not 

used as a kind of anastrophe, as the grammarians of Kufa 

argued nor is it a displaced construction as a result of putting 

the result first and moving it from its position, as the 

modernists argued. The researcher also proved that the 

pseudo-conditional in the phrase “in shaa Allah” (if Allah 

wills) has undergone grammaticalization due to frequent use. 

It has also undergone a process of regrammation whereby it 

has acquired new syntactic and pragmatic functions and 

shifted from indication condition to be mentioned to ask for 

blessing and submitted to Allah’s will. 

Keywords : Pseudo-conditional , Surah Al-Baqara , 
intentionality , grammaticalization. 
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