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Abstract

This research aims to shed light on the symbolic 
techniques in the poetry of Ibrahim Al-Wafi. I chose the 
collection (Alone from a Fifth Side) to be a model to be 
applied to, as Al-Wafi was able to keep pace with the 
modernity of Arabic poetry, and bring about an amazing 
development at the level of symbolic images, only images of 
himself and the other. From a more honest angle, in a wide 
space of freedom represented by a group of techniques used 
in Arabic poetry, such as the mask, for example. He was also 
able to add and innovate the shadow technique. It is a 
technique that, despite its presence in our Arabic poetry as a 
signifier of darkness, gloom, sadness, etc., it is present in Al-
Wafi as a symbol completely different from the usual; By 
repeating the word “shadow” in his poems, thus the word 
“shadow” gained an overwhelming presence, which we had 
never seen before in a previous poet. In a serious attempt 
during this study, the researcher was able to provide 
satisfactory explanations about the symbolism of the shadow 
and the mask, in the collection “Alone from a Fifth Side” by 

Ibrahim Al-Wafi. 
The most important techniques in the collection of 

poems (Alone from a Fifth Side) were divided into two 
sections: the first section: the shadow technique. The second 
section detailed the mask technique in his collection, then 
the conclusion included the results of the research, followed 

by a list of sources and references. 
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