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Abstract 
The study deals with the concept of literary theory by 

Hussein el-Wad (1948-2018), who is one of the most 
important contemporary pioneers of criticism in Tunisia, 
and el-Wad has addressed many literary and critical issues 
in his writings, which contained many of his crystallized 
visions in his thought for many years, in which he has been 
studying literature in the context of his interest in modern 
theories and approaches in various arts, especially poetry, 
and the topic of (theorizing for literature) was one of the 
most important topics that he tried to approach despite its 
complexity, multiplicity of issues, and and if we try to 
monitor his study of literary theory, we find that it 
includes the areas and issues that establish the core of the 
theory, for example: His studies are in (literature and 
theory), (the issue of approaches in dealing with the 
literary phenomenon), (the concept of reflection in modern 
literary criticism), (in literature and its study: a new 
context, new tasks), (the question of value), (the special 
property that distinguishes literature), (the function of 
literature), and (simulation: its concept and impact in 
ancient Arabic criticism). In this study, we are content to 
monitor al-Wad's efforts in theorizing literature through 

his approach (theorizing and literature). 
Keywords: literature, theory, Hussein Al-Wad, 

literary theories, literary approaches, value in literature, 
function of literature, Arab criticism. 
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