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Manifestations of Moderation in the Commentary
of Imru’ al-Qais (Literary Critical Reading)

Fath al-Rahman Muhammad Ahmad al-Jaali

Department of Arabic Language and Literature - College of Languages
and Human Sciences, Qassim University - Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: Fathelrahman@yahoo.com

Abstract

The study deals with the manifestations of moderation
in Imru’ al-Qais’s commentary. It considers causes in the
poet’s life, intending to reach moderation in his poetry
because it is an important feature that literary and critical
studies have not addressed which is drawing the attention
to the importance of this research. Using historical
approach, the study analyzes and describes his
environment and life, highlights the psychological impact
of the environment on him. It finds that moderation has
features in Arabic poetry, which were abundantly evident
in Imru’ al-Qais’s commentary through some expressive
forms. He took terms for it with clear meanings, namely:
betweenness, duality, partnership, the third way, and
balance. Then he explained those terms and linked them to
the concept of moderation which is an intellectual and
behavioral approach known since the era of Aristotle, who
had a vision on it. It also finds that moderation has roots in
Arabic literature - before Islam - which can be considered
a basis for Arab moderation thought, and Islam has
supported this basis. Notable that Imru’ al-Qais had his
contribution to this trend in Arab thought, which was
evident through his poems' commentators, which could be
attributed to the multiple environments in which he lived,

and how they affected his psychological formation .

It recommends conducting some studies in Arabic
poetry that explain the roots of some social phenomena
related to moderation, such as extremism in the
commentary of Amr ibn Kulthum.

Keywords: centrism, dualism, communion, third
way, balance.
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