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Self-intertextuality and the symbolism 
of recalling by Mahmoud Darwish The personality 

of Joseph - peace be upon him - inspiration & formation 
Abeer Abu Zaid 
Department of Arabic Language and Literature - College of Arabic 
Language and Social Studies - Qassim University, Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia. 
Email:  a.abuzid@qu.edu.sa  

Abstract 
The goal and purposes of this research were based on 

the approach of Mahmoud Darwish's poems from the 
standpoint of a special case of self-intertextuality, or religious 
being rooted in the mind of the recipient with its deep 
religious and narrative glow, to be reshaped by a new 
summons, which is characterized by the symbolism of reality 
between the duality of suffering for a people and a nation 
and the dreams of non-reality for them and for themselves. 
By employing the collective component "Youssef" itself, 
specifically employing it in three poems by Mahmoud 
Darwish: "I am Joseph, my father", "I did not apologize to 
the well" and "The well", for an important reason, which is 
to intensify the use of the collective component "Youssef" a 
sign loaded with many functions and various connotations in 
these poems, most notably psychological connotations that 
touch the heart, Mahmoud Darwish expressed the character 
of Youssef in the poem "I am Joseph, my father" about the 
dream of returning to Palestine, and the factor of "Youssef" 
in my poem "I did not apologize to the well" and "The well" 
as a son Joseph's presence from the well in these two poems 
expresses his belonging to the "well" after which is a sign of 

the maternal womb / Palestine". 
The problem of searching for answers lies in several 

questions: How did Mahmoud Darwish invest the collective 
component "Youssef" to present his psychological suffering 
and ideological position in his three poems? How were the 
connotations of the use of "Joseph" in these poems shown 
through analysis? And how he collected a state with its 
reality and invoked it with religious symbolism.  The answer 
to these questions came in several symbolic paintings of this 

particular intertextuality. 
 

Keywords: Self-intertextuality -Formation by Heritage - 
Dream of Return - Palestine - Mahmoud Darwish. 
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