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Abstract 
The research studies the theory of speech acts - in 

theory and application - as one of the most important 
aspects of the pragmatic approach, and aims to identify 
the performative power of speech acts in the poetry of 
lamentation by Al-Muhalhal bin Rabia, which appeared - 
in its various types - clearly in the poetic style of Al-
Muhalhal bin Rabia through its use. For a consistent 
series of these verbs, the research attempts to investigate 
the poet’s use of speech acts and demonstrate the extent of 
his ability to employ the speech act. Through this poetic 
text, the researcher is trying to answer a question that 
says: How was the performative power of speech acts 
formed in the poetry of lamentation according to Al-
Muhalhal bin Rabi’a? Based on this, the research came in 
an introduction and two sections, the first of which was 
entitled: Speech Acts / Essence and Types, and the second 
of which was entitled : Speech acts/text and procedure. 
Then comes the conclusion, presenting the most important 
results reached by the research, and it is accompanied by 

evidence of the most important sources and references.  
Keywords: pragmatics, speech act, performative power, 

lamentation poetry, Al-Muhalhal bin Rabiah. 
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