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The foundations of defending Abu Tammam

in the book Al-Nizam by Ibn Al-Mustafi (Died 637 AH)
A rhetorical reading
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The foundations of defending Abu Tammam in the book Al-
Nizam by Ibn Al-Mustafi
(Died 637 AH) A rhetorical reading
Khaled Ahmed Mohamed Hassan

Department of Rhetoric and Criticism - Faculty of Islamic and Arab Studies
in Qena - Al-Azhar University - Arab Republic of Egypt

Email: khaledhassan.7620@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract

The research as a whole seeks to clarify how to use
rhetoric as a defensive tool that supports Abu Tammam’s
poetry and highlights its artistic value. It deals with the
rhetorical foundations that Ibn al-Mustafi relied on in
defending Abu Tammam in his book The System. The
research focuses on how to exploit different rhetorical colors
such as: metaphor and transmitted metaphor. And the
mental metaphor in strengthening Abu Tammam’s position,
and responding to the criticisms directed at his poetry. The
research also addresses the issue of the validity of the
rhetorical image in Abu Tammam’s poetry, and highlights
how the rhetorical images cohere and interact with the
intended meaning, based on a critical analysis of the opinion
of the imams of critics such as Al-Amdi, Al-Qadi Al-Jurjani,

and Ibn The fulfiller.

Keywords: The Book of System by Ibn Al-Mustafi, Al-
Amdi, Abu Tammam, rhetorical foundations, rhetorical disputes.
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