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Abstract
This study aims to uncover the distinctive features of 

feminist writing as employed by Bint al-Shāṭi in her 
translations of the Women of the Prophet’s Household, and to 
examine the extent to which the author utilizes these feminist 
characteristics to express her ideas and to unveil women’s 
concerns and issues. The term ―feminist literature‖ is a 
relatively recent, Western-rooted term originally linked to 
women’s varied concerns, which later migrated into modern 
Arabic literature—largely influenced by Western literature—
to express the uniqueness of women’s literary production, 
including their issues and worries. In this context, women 

indirectly articulate the concerns of their peers. 
Bint al-Shāṭi (1912–1998), an Egyptian writer, devoted 

significant attention to addressing women’s issues in her work, 
establishing through her writings and life a balanced model for 
women’s liberation in accordance with the principles of the 
feminist movement. Accordingly, this study sheds light on 
―Feminist Literature by Bint al-Shāṭi: Women of the 
Prophet’s Household Translations as a Model,‖ a unique set of 
literary translations that highlight the lives of the Prophet’s 
household women—peace be upon him—in a smooth and 

engaging manner. 
The study is structured into an introduction, a preamble, 

and two main sections. The preamble is divided into three 
parts: the first introduces Bint al-Shāṭi; the second discusses 
the concept of translation; and the third addresses the 
problematic nature of the term ―feminist literature‖ and 
attempts to define it. The first main section examines the key 
features of the feminist writing style in the translations of the 
Women of the Prophet’s Household, while the second is 
entitled ―The Most Important Depictions of Human Models in 

the Translations of the Women of the Prophet’s Household”. 
The nature of the study necessitated the use of several 

methodologies. It employed the descriptive-analytical 
approach to analyze and understand the texts and to highlight 
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their most significant feminist features. Additionally, the 
psychological approach was utilized to analyze the psychology 
of the characters—especially the female ones—translated by 
Bint al-Shāṭi. Furthermore, the historical approach was 
applied to document events from their sources, with the 
Women of the Prophet’s Household translations serving as 
essential material for the study; through a careful reading of 
these translations, the distinctive features of feminist writing 

were identified. 
The study reached several conclusions, the most 

important being that the term ―feminist literature‖ is a newly 
coined term fraught with many issues, which this study sought 
to clarify and address. Bint al-Shāṭi rendered the lives of the 
Prophet’s household women in an engaging and purposeful 
manner, with her translations characterized by numerous 
feminist traits that leaned toward analysis, detailed exposition, 
and expansive discussion. Moreover, her translations 
incorporated a variety of images and beneficial themes. She 
depicted the man as a father, husband, and teacher, 
emphasizing that a woman cannot do without the man who 
complements her life—serving as the teacher and role model 
for the Women of the Prophet’s Household (with the Prophet 
himself being the exemplar, as husband, teacher, and 
companion). Bint al-Shāṭi also portrayed the woman as a 
mother, wife, and an active participant in building her society. 
Thus, she highlighted female characters of her own gender, 
making the Women of the Prophet’s Household the focal point 
of the discussion with the aim of extracting moral lessons that 

women can learn from that illustrious biography. 
In summary, this study has helped reveal the 

characteristics of feminist literature in Bint al-Shāṭi’s 
translations of the Women of the Prophet’s Household, 
highlighting the distinctiveness of her feminist writing and 

identifying the aesthetics and themes inherent in her work. 
 

Keywords: Feminist Literature , Bint al-Shāṭi , 
Women of the Prophet’s Household Translations 
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