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Grammatical Agreement Based on Semantic Context
in Al-Nahhas’s I‘rab al-Qur’an
Mashael Nagaa D Al-harbi

Department of Arabic Language and Literature, College of Languages
and Human Sciences, Qassim University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: qu.edu.sa@3575

Abstract

This study investigates the phenomenon of haml
‘ala al-ma‘na (grammatical agreement based on
semantic context) as it is addressed in the book I¢rab al-
Qur’an by Abu Ja‘far Al-Nahhas. The research aims to
explore Al-Nahhas’s acceptance and application of this
grammatical concept in his interpretations of Qur’anic
verses. By analyzing practical examples from the book,
the study evaluates how Al-Nahhas employed this
approach in his grammatical and exegetical analyses.
The research is divided into two main sections. The first
section provides a theoretical framework, defining the
concept of haml ‘ala al-ma‘na and highlighting its
importance in Arabic grammar. This section includes
two subtopics: the first explores the linguistic and
terminological definitions of the concept, while the
second examines how it has been utilized by classical
grammarians and the various forms in which it
manifests. The second section focuses on practical
applications of haml ‘ala al-ma‘na in I‘rab al-Qur’an.
This section is further divided into four subtopics,
addressing specific instances of the concept’s usage.
These include agreement in gender (masculine and
feminine forms), agreement based on singular, dual, and
plural constructs, semantic considerations in the
treatment of exceptions, and miscellaneous examples
that illustrate the breadth of Al-Nahhas’s application of
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the concept. The study’s findings highlight several key
points. First, haml ‘ala al-ma‘na holds a prominent
position in Al-Nahhas’s grammatical methodology. He
viewed it as a valid and significant approach, especially
when supported by analogical reasoning. Second, Al-
Nahhas frequently relied on this concept in his
interpretation of Qur’anic verses, often prioritizing it
over other grammatical approaches. Third, his
application of haml “ala al-ma‘na is most evident in his
analysis of gender agreement, particularly the use of
masculine and feminine forms. Finally, the study reveals
that Al-Nahhas demonstrated a systematic effort to
catalog grammatical interpretations of Qur’anic
evidence, though he typically refrained from engaging in
detailed discussions or explicitly favoring one
interpretation over another.

Keywords: haml ‘ala al-ma‘na, Qur’anic Grammar,
Semantic Agreement, Gender Agreement, Al-Nahhas.
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