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The Duality of Center and Margin in the Novel
"Virgin of Sunset" by Majid Toubia
Mohamed Atta Mohamed Ahmed

Department of Literature and Criticism, Faculty of Arabic Language
for Boys, Girga, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
Email: mohammedahmed2359.el@azhar.edu.eq

Abstract
This research addresses the study of the duality of center

and margin in the novel "Virgin of Sunset” by Majid Toubia.
The topic was chosen due to the author’s profound focus on this
duality in the novel, where he successfully portrayed an honest
depiction of both the center and the margin. The aim of this
study is to uncover the concept of center and margin, and their
patterns as represented in the novel.
This study relies on the descriptive-analytical method to analyze
the texts, the sociological method to reveal the relationship
between center and margin, and the psychological method to
highlight the psychological effects of marginalization on
individuals.
The research includes an introduction, a preface, three sections,
a conclusion, a list of sources and references, and a subject index.
The introduction outlines the reasons for choosing the topic, its
significance, objectives, previous studies, research methodology,
and the study plan. The preface explains the concept of center
and margin and their interrelation, followed by a brief overview
of the author Majid Toubia, and a summary of the novel.
The first section discusses the characters in relation to the center
and the margin. The second section explores the impact of place
on shaping the characters. The third section examines the
narrative language as a reflection of the center-margin duality.
The conclusion presents the main findings and recommendations.
The research reached several key findings, most notably: the
author’s ability to depict his characters and use their physical
features to indicate their social positions; and his successful
employment of place and language to reveal the social and
cultural differences between individuals from the center and
those from the margins.

Keywords: Duality, Center, Margin, Novel, Virgin of Sunset,
Majid Toubia.
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