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From "*‘Don Quixote' to ""The Journey
of Sayyid Abu al-Ela al-Bishri®".
A study in transforming the narrative
text into television drama literature
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From ""Don Quixote' to ""The Journey of Sayyid
."Abu al-Ela al-Bishri
A study in transforming the narrative text into
television drama literature

Ahmed Adel Hassan Ali Ammar
Department of Modern Arabic Literature, Department of Arabic
Language, Faculty of Arts, Cairo University, Arab Republic of

Egypt _
Email: abohanenammar@gmail.com

Abstract
This research examines the process of adapting the

novel Don Quixote into the television series Rihlat Al-Sayyid
Abu Al-Ala Al-Bishri, as an example of the transition from a
narrative novel to a dramatic television script. It highlights
how the characters, plot, and social context were adapted
while preserving the core idea of the original work: the
guest of the idealistic hero to bring about change in a reality
that does not recognize idealism.
The study also discusses the differences between narrative
prose and dramatic storytelling, focusing on the role of
flashbacks and internal dialogue in shaping the hero on
screen. Special attention is given to the songs written by
Abdel Rahman EI-Abnudi and composed by Ammar Al-
Shreihy, which serve as a complementary element to the
drama, helping to convey emotions, comment on events, and
deliver the intellectual and emotional message of the series.
The research concludes that the adaptation was not merely a
simple excerpt, but a cultural reimagining that reflects the
ability of classical literature to thrive in new social contexts,
embodying Osama Anwar Okasha’s project of establishing
the literature of television drama.

Keywords: Don Quixote, The Journey of Mr. Aboulela
Al-Bishri, Transforming the Narrative Text, Television
Drama Literature.
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