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The dualism of height and refraction in Andalusian
poetry, (Tae) Ibn al -Labana al -Dani as a model
Amal Bint Mohsen Al -Amiri
Department of Literature, College of Arabic Language - Umm Al
-Qura University - Saudi Arabia.
Email: abohanenammar@agmail.com

Abstract

This research aims to explore the duality of elevation
and downfall in Andalusian poetry in general, and
specifically in the poetry of lIbn al-Labbana al-Dani, by
analyzing one of his poems, Al-Ta’iyyah. The poem laments
the fate of King AIl-Mu’tamid ibn Abbad during his
captivity and imprisonment in Aghmat, marking the decline
of his rule and the loss of his kingdom. Through this poem,
the poet presents a contrasting duality that profoundly
affected both himself and his friend, Al-Mu’tamid. This
duality is reflected in both status and emotions, highlighting
the transition between elevation and downfall. lIbn al-
Labbana expresses deep sorrow over his friend’s tragic fate,
as if mourning the decline of Seville itself. Once a city of
prestige and grandeur under the rule of the Abbadid
dynasty—renowned for their patronage of scholars, writers,
and poets—Seville faced humiliation and despair following
the capture and exile of its king and poet, Al-Mu’tamid, to
the remote prison of Aghmat, far from his family, court,
poets, admirers, and former glory.

The study is structured into two main sections, preceded
by an introduction that employs a descriptive-analytical
approach and followed by a conclusion summarizing the key
findings, along with a list of the most important sources and
references.

* First Section: Andalusian Poetry Between Elevation and
Downfall

* Second Section: Elevation and Downfall in Ibn al-
Labbana’s Al-Ta’iyyah

Keywords: Duality — Ibn al-Labbana — Al-Mu’tamid
ibn Abbad — Elevation — Downfall.
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