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Abstract 
This study examines and analyzes a highly significant topic: 

the discourse of pride in linguistic identity as reflected in Arabic 
language decisions issued in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It 
draws on Speech Act Theory, whose proponents argue that 
language is not merely a vehicle for expression, but an active tool 
that performs real-world functions—such as issuing orders, 
making promises, and declaring policies. The study adopts the 
analytical framework developed by J. L. Austin and further 
expanded by John Searle to treat such decisions as speech acts 
that produce concrete and performative effects in reality. 

The research aims to understand the impact of Saudi 
language decisions on national linguistic identity, and how these 
decisions serve as instruments of authority that grant the Arabic 
language its institutional standing and command social respect. 
To achieve this, the study analyzes a set of historical and 
contemporary language decisions, identifying the types of speech 
acts embedded within them—such as assertives, directives, 
declarations, and expressives—and examines their illocutionary 
force and the role of institutional authority in enabling their 
performative success. 

The study concludes that these decisions are not merely 
regulatory or administrative instructions. Rather, they are 
powerful linguistic actions driven by a genuine intent to protect 
and elevate the Arabic language in public life. Backed by 
authoritative institutional power, these speech acts succeed in 
shaping a collective linguistic behavior that reflects pride in the 
language and positions it as a central pillar of national and 
cultural identity. 

Keywords: Arabic language, identity, speech acts, language 
policy, John Searle, linguistic authority, Saudi Arabia.. 
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