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Contextual references in the Arabic sentence as they
appear in contemporary Saudi press texts: an
applied grammatical perspective

Khalid bin Abdul Rahman Saadi Al-Burkani Al-Harbi

Faculty of Arabic Language, Islamic University of Madinah,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Email: kaburkani@iu.edu.sa

Abstract

This study examines the grammatical function and
deliberative role of contextual cues in Arabic syntax as they
appear in contemporary Saudi journalistic texts. The study also
adopted a descriptive and analytical approach based on the rules
of Arabic grammar and modern pragmatic theories, where
twelve original samples taken from leading Saudi newspapers
were analyzed. The analysis focused on a number of linguistic
phenomena such as ellipsis, introduction and delay, textual links,
and interceptive structures, showing how these traits interact
with context to guide grammatical interpretation and clarify
discursive intent. The results showed that contextual signals,
whether linguistic, situational or cultural, play a pivotal role in
shaping syntax, resolving grammatical ambiguity, and enhancing
text coherence. The study also emphasizes the need to integrate
contextual awareness into theoretical grammatical models and
practical applications in media discourse. It is clear that this
study contributes to bridging the gap between traditional Arabic
grammar and contemporary discourse analysis, and calls for the
adoption of an educational approach that integrates the
deliberative dimension in grammar education. The study
recommends conducting comparative studies between Arab
media or in digital discourse to deepen understanding about
context-sensitive grammar in Arabic

Keywords: Arabic grammar, contextual signs, Saudi journalism,
discourse analysis, pragmatic grammar, media language
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