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The Influence of Structure on the Semantic Interpretation
of Idiomatic Expressions in ‘The Book of Proverbs’
Attributed to Zayd Ibn Rifa’a: An Applied Semantic Study

JUMANAH NAJE E AIESSA,

A Lecturer in Linguistic Studies (Philology), Department of Arabic
Language, College of Arts, Imam Abdulrahman bin Faisal University,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Email: Jnalessa@iau.edu.sa

Abstract

This study aims to verify the attribution of The Book of
Proverbs to its author, define key concepts related to idiomatic
expression, and examine the scholarly controversies surrounding
them. Moreover, it seeks to establish a foundational analysis of
idiomatic expressions within the Arabic linguistic tradition and
clarify the influence of structural elements on their meanings.
Adopting a descriptive approach, the study analyzes the
semantics of idiomatic expressions through two main sections.
The first, the theoretical framework, introduces the author and
the book, followed by an examination of idiomatic expressions as
understood by both early and modern scholars, discussing their
definition, types, and characteristics. The second section, the
applied study, investigates the influence of structural elements on
the significance of idiomatic expressions through two main
aspects: the semantics of individual lexical composition and the
semantics of attributive syntactic composition. The study
concludes with several key findings, including a strong evidential
argument in favor of attributing The Book of Proverbs to Zayd
Ibn Rifa’a, the establishment of idiomatic expressions as a
subject of scholarly inquiry within Arabic linguistic heritage, and
the observation that early scholars compiled idiomatic
expressions without systematically studying them with
methodological rigor. Furthermore, the study clarifies that
individual lexical items conveying meaning through metonymy
or extended usage do not qualify as idiomatic expressions, while
proverbs aligning with the characteristics of idiomatic
expressions fall within the category, while all aphorisms are
excluded.

Keywords: Idiomatic Expression, Meaning of Individual Lexical
Composition, Meaning of Attributive Syntactic Composition, Book of
Proverbs by Zaid Ibn Rifa’a.
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