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Facial semantics
in Sahih Al-Bukhari and Muslim

Shaimaa Ahmed Mohammed Farrag
Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for
Girls, Sohag, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

Email: shaimafarag.279@azhar.edu.eq & shaimaafarrag@gmail.com

Abstract

This research examines a method of nonverbal
communication, which is somewhat superior to spoken language.
Our ancient scholars were aware of the importance of nonverbal
meaning and its role in meaning, and they frequently discussed it
in their writings, when discussing various topics. The research
dealt in some detail with some of the talk of ancient scholars such
as scholars of interpretation, rhetoric and literature about non-
verbal communication. It also dealt with the talk of scholars of
jurisprudence and principles about non-verbal meaning during
the explanation of the hadiths under study. The research also
dealt with non-verbal meaning in the Holy Quran and presented
many Quranic evidences that clarify this, with mention of the
opinions of interpreters and linguists. As non-verbal meaning
came in the Holy Quran, it was strongly present in the Noble
Prophetic Sunnah. Since non-verbal meaning includes many
meanings and has more than one method, such as facial
expressions, hands, movement of the rest of the body, movement
of walking, sitting, turning around, turning away and other
methods, the research was limited to facial meanings with the
application of those meanings to the two Sahihs of Bukhari and
Muslim. The research dealt in detail with explanation and
evidence of facial meanings and the multiple ways of expressing a
single meaning with different expressions of the face and eyes.
Since the Messenger of God (peace and blessings be upon him)
was a legislator, scholars have derived several fundamental
rulings from his facial expressions, such as indicating that his
laughter indicates approval or permissibility, and that his anger
indicates prohibition or dislike, among other various rulings.
This research has addressed these issues in detail.

Keywords: non-verbal meaning, face, eyes, mouth, lips,
beard Bukhari Muslim
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