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The Abbasid Caliphate in Qus(737 740 AH / 1337-1340 AD)
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Abstract:

The idea of reviving the Abbasid Caliphate in Cairo dominated
the minds of many leaders who ruled Egypt, due to its religious and
secular status. This began during the reign of Prince Ahmad ibn
Tulun, followed by Kafur al-Ikhshidi. However, these attempts failed,
and the situation remained unchanged until 656 AH / 1258 AD. This
was the year in which the Mongols succeeded in overthrowing the
Abbasid Caliphate and subsequently eliminating the Caliph of the

Muslims at the time, al-Musta'sim Billah al-Abbassi.

With the death of the Caliph, everyone believed that the Abbasid
Caliphate was gone forever, leaving Muslims without a Caliph or
Caliph. This was until Sultan al-Zahir Baybars had the opportunity to
revive the Abbasid Caliphate. Some members of the Abbasid family,
who were later known as Al-Mustansir Billah, reached him, so he
proved his noble lineage before the judges and with the testimony of
witnesses, and succeeded in reviving the Abbasid Caliphate in Cairo -
a dream that many of those who preceded him in ruling Egypt had at
that time. The first Abbasid Caliph was Caliph Al-Mustansir, but he
went out on a military campaign to fight the Tatars, but it resulted in
his death. Then came after him Abu Al-Abbas Ahmed, who was called
Al-Hakim bi-Amr Allah, and he took over from the year (659-701 AH /
1259-1302 AD). Then he was succeeded in the position of Caliph by his
son Al-Mustakfi Billah Al-Abbassi, who remained in his position from
the year (701-740 AH / 1302-1340 AD)

He spent about three years of this period in Upper Egypt, where
the prosperous city of Qus was located. He lived there, met its judges
and scholars, and preached for it from the pulpits until his death
there, which made him succeed in maintaining the position of Caliph
in His descendants, and the crown prince to his son Ahmed before the
judge of Qus, and forty just men, thus spoiling the plan of Sultan Al-
Nasir Muhammad bin Qalawun to install Al-Wathiq, even though Al-
Wathiq took over for some time, but he did not continue for long,
because the judges adhered to the pledge of allegiance that took place
in Qus, which confirms that the Caliph enjoyed all his religious and

political rights.

Keywords: Abbasid Dispute, Qus.
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