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The Style of Choice and its Impact

On Understanding the Qur'anic Text Surah
Al-Mutaffifin as a Model (Verses 1-4)
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Abstract

This study seeks to explore the impact of the stylistics of
selection in deepening the understanding of the Qur’anic
text, taking the opening verses of Siirat al-Mutaffifin (verses
1-4) as a practical model. The research is grounded in the
importance of stylistics as a contemporary linguistic
discipline concerned with modes of expression and lexical
choice, and its integrative relationship with classical Arabic
rhetoric, which is based on descriptive and analytical
approaches.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology,
focusing on the principle of lexical selection alongside two
other foundational pillars of stylistic analysis: context and
deviation. The analysis operates on multiple linguistic
levels—Ilexical, morphological, syntactic, and semantic—and
includes comparisons with other siirahs such as al-Infitar
and al-Humazah, aiming to demonstrate thematic coherence
and the progression of meaning within the Qur’anic
discourse.

The study shows that the various definitions of “style”
stem from the diversity of its lexical meanings. It also
clarifies that while classical rhetoric and stylistics are
methodologically distinct—rhetoric being a normative
science that lays down rules and judgments, and stylistics
being a descriptive science focused on textual analysis—they
remain complementary in purpose and function.

The findings reveal that the Qur’anic lexical choices are
never arbitrary, but are based on precise rhetorical design
that enhances meaning. The sirah opens with the word
wayl—a verbal noun with no derived verb—used in the
indefinite form within a nominal sentence, denoting a
perpetual, uninterrupted threat. The term al-mutaffifin
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carries dual meanings: smallness (tafif) and near-completion
without fulfillment, suggesting subtle, recurring forms of
deception. The forms ik'tala and vyastawfan imply
meticulous effort and greed, while the use of “ala (“over”)
instead of min (“from”) connotes dominance and coercion.
The verb yukh’siruin expresses a comprehensive loss in both
this life and the next, and the nominal form mab“athan
emphasizes certainty and inevitability, evoking the reality of
resurrection and divine reckoning.

In conclusion, the study affirms that stylistics represents
a modern extension of Arabic rhetoric, and that analyzing
lexical choices in the Qur’anic text reveals fine rhetorical
secrets that cannot be substituted. It calls for more
specialized stylistic studies of the Qur’an to further uncover
its linguistic miracle.

Keywords: Stylistics, Lexical Selection, Deviation, Context,
Siirat al-Mutaffifin (1-4), Qur’anic Rhetoric
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